[Artificial ligaments of the knee].
A variety of prosthetic ligaments is available to orthopaedic surgeons, but non of these ligaments possesses the ideal qualities. They are made of polyester and tetrafluoroethylene. Their implantation must be perfect, since intolerance and rupture occur more frequently after technical errors. Generally speaking, the implants are well tolerated. The indications for this type of surgery are based on the age and requirements of the patients who must be warned that the material may break, even after a medium-term usage. However, these techniques constitute an interesting alternative to the conventional autologous arthroplasty: they are more rapidly performed and the post-operative period is less complicated.